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EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCTOK 03/D0224 



I. Basis of the report 



1. 



with reaard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been fished to 
ThTreS to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in ^report as "originally filed 

^SlSaS^to tills report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 



Description, Pages 

1-7 as published 

Claims, Numbers 

1-9 as published 

Drawings, Sheets 

1t\ as published 



p With reaard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
tenguale S which the international application was filed, unless otherwise .nd.cated under th,s rtem. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

- s wifn reaard to anv nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed tri i the international application, the 
wSSSSSl JreSmlnaS examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence hstmg: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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ge item v 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 The invention relates to a weighing machine with a central distributor, linear 
conveyors, a vibrator, spring elements and a counterweight as defined in the 
preamble of claim 1 . 

Main characteristic of the weighing machine according to claim 1 is that the spring 
elements suspending the conveyor ducts are directly mounted on the frame 
structure of the weighing machine, whereby the frame structure forms the 
counterweight for each conveyor duct. 

Such a construction, which is both simple and easy to be cleaned, is not known 
nor suggested by the prior art documents cried in the search report. More specific, 
in these prior art documents the springs suspending the conveyor ducts are not 
attached to the frame directly, but to an intermediate base, which forms a 
counterweight. The intermediate base on its turn is attached to the frame of the 
machine via springs. 

Therefore the subject-matter of claim 1 meets the requirements of articles 33 (2) 
and 33 (3) PCT. 

2. Claims 2-9 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



Additional remarks 

1 . Claim 1 is not clear (Article 6 PCT), because different wordings, namely "transport 
duct" and "conveyor duct" seem to be used to denote the same part. A uniform 
wording should have been used, also in the dependent claims. 

2. The features of the claims have not been provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

3. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents cited in the search report is not mentioned in the 
description, nor are these documents identified therein. 
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